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HIKING*HIKING*BRING THE FAMILY*BRING A FRIEND*HIKING*HIKING
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& SOUTHBURY LAND TRUST FALL 2002 HIKING SCHEDULE

%
% Sunday, October 6th—Phillips Farm.

% Learn about Bee Keeping from Rollin Hannan,
%%/Jr. as he disassembles one of his hives.

&z Plenty of Autumn color along the ridgeline for
§ hikers to enjoy too!

& Sunday, October 13th—Southbury
ﬁﬁaining School farmland. Experience the

& spectacular scenic vistas from this locale

§ during peak foliage. The hike will be guided
&Y by Ed Platt, who farms some of the Training

&? School’s acres.

&? Meet at Town Hall lower parking lot for car pooling to hike locations at 1:30 p.m.
%} Call 264-4441 for cancellation message in case of rain.

&
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Sunday, October 20th—Janie Pierce Park.
Ray Coulombe of the Southbury Conservatlon
Commission will discuss the Commission’s
activities as he leads us through this
picturesque conservation area.

Sunday, October 27th—Housatonic Farms.
CT DEP’s Tim O’Donaghue will lead a walk
through the recently acquired property in the
Purchase. We'll investigate an old quartz mine
and view a wide variety of habitat—possibly
even spy a marbled salamander.

Southbury Land Trust News

68 1/2 Bennett Square

Tel: 203-264-4441
Fax:203-267-4649
southburylandtrust@att.net

Phillips Farm
Deadline Near

As this newsletter was going to press we
had raised most, but not all, of the funds
needed to purchase the 97 acre Phillips
Farm on Sanford Road. With the closing set
for September 30, the deadline is at hand
and we still have a gap to fill.

A mailing was sent to everyone in town
early this month and contributions are still
coming in. In all, we have received over
$180,000 in private contributions. Earlier this
year the Connecticut Department of
Environmental Protection awarded us a
grant of nearly $440,000. Our goal of
$1,250,000 includes the purchase price of
$925,000, expenses and a management fund.

Southbury’s Board of Selectmen have
recommended $250,000 for the project and
a town meeting will be held soon to give
final approval. Please watch the
newspapers for the date and please attend
the meeting if at all possible.

A traditional small New England farm
since the early 1700s, Phillips Farm is one
of Southbury's few remaining tracts of
undeveloped land. The farm includes
extensive hiking trails, pastoral meadows,

(Continued on page 3)
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Flood Bridge Road

Scenic Designation for
Flood Bridge Road

To further protect the rural
atmosphere of the Platt Farm property, the
Land Trust has applied for scenic designation
of Flood Bridge Road (from the intersection
with Library Road in South Britain to the
intersection at River Hill Road). The
Planning Commission was petitioned by the
applicant (the SLT and 14 Flood Bridge Road
property owners) at a public hearing on
September 17th to designate the road as
scenic.  After review by the Board of
Selectmen, the Southbury Police and the
Ambulance Association, the petition will
come once again before the Planning
Commission at the continued public hearing on

(Continued on page 2)



Scenic Flood Bridge Road

(Continued from page 1)

October 15th.

Flood Bridge Road meets all the criteria
established for designation as a scenic road.
It is unpaved, bordered by mature trees and
stonewalls, provides exceptionally fine views
of the Pomperaug River valley, blends
naturally into the surrounding terrain,
crosses over a brook, parallels the
Pomperaug River and is no more than
twenty feet wide.

Once part of an Indian trail that ran from
the Berkshire section of Southbury to the
town of Woodbury, Flood Bridge Road has
significant historic value. It also bisects the
Land Trust’'s Platt Farm conservation area
which remains a working farm.

Status as a designated Scenic Road
may also help deter speeding as well as
development of the road into a connector
between Route 172 and Main Street South.
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Trustee Board Election

The Land Trust Board of Trustees has
reelected the following officers to serve for
a one year term:
Tom Crider as President,
Ben Metcalf as Vice President ,
Dermott Breen as Treasurer.

Following the retirement of Nancy Liedlich,

Mark Manville was elected Secretary.
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Brian Finucane & Tim Keefe

Eagle Scout Project Aids
Land Trust’s Preserves

This summer, Brian Finucane completed an
Eagle Rank project on the Southbury Land
Trust’s Ivers and Paradise Hill Nature Preserves.

Brian’s four-stage project began with deter-
mination of the exact land borders of the 9,223
foot property perimeter. Along with his crew,
he next visited abutting property owners and
neighbors. They then connected the newly ac-
quired Orchard Hill property and the lvers Pre-
serve with a new trail. For the final stage, 300
signs were posted around the two preserves.

In addition to marking property boundaries,
the new SLT signage welcomes visitors to the
sanctuaries from sunrise to sunset, encour-
ages respect for nearby private property and
habitats, prohibits dumping, littering, smoking,
fires, swimming, camping, hunting, trapping or
powered vehicles (without prior written permission.)

Of the signs, Brian says, “they will help peo-
ple to be more aware of their surroundings and
respect the environment and their community.”

The Southbury Land Trust is very grateful to
Brian and his crew of Scouts, dads, neighbors
and friends who devoted a total of 224 hours to
this effort!

Director’s Diar
Y

The past six
months at the Southbury
Land Trust have been
filed with growth and
expansion, effort and reward, challenge and results.

April started off on a prosperous note with our
matching grant from the Connecticut DEP of $440,000
for the Phillips Farm purchase. On three April
Sundays we hosted hikes to Southford Falls, Ivers
Preserve and Phillips Farm.

In May Governor Rowland presented the
Connecticut Greenway Award to the Land Trust and
the town of Southbury for cooperative land
conservation. At the end of May, we launched our
2002 membership drive. Welcome new members and
thank you to all who renewed!

June featured our Annual Meeting at the
beautiful Bent of the River. This month also marked a
change of address for the Land Trust. We left our
lovely, but tiny, space at the Audubon and moved to
Bennett Square.

After settling into the new office during July, we
formally opened our doors to a very well-attended
Open House in August. Attendees enjoyed SLT’s
collection of “Southbury Scenes” photographs and
refreshments which included Carol Dicks’ spectacular
oatmeal cookies.

September has brought our public appeal for
funds required to purchase Phillips Farm. And, wow,
the office has been overwhelmed with the town’s
response! Thank you, thank you!

| hope you and your family will join us for our
Fall hikes which begin Sunday, October 6th at Phillips
Farm. (Schedule is on page 6).

See you soon,

Karen Huber
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&A Gift That Lasts }2
XA bequest to the Southburyk
KLand Trust, Inc. in your will K
¥ is one of the simplest ways to "4
¥ support the preservation of X
¥ open space for generations to ¥
come. We will gladly sup- ¥
¥ ply the wording you need to ¥
¥ insert in your document. |'4
Another option is to set up ¥
¥ a Charitable Remainder Trust Y
now and receive a tax deduc- )¢
tion as well as income from
¥ your donation for the rest of y¢
¥ your life. Our attorney will y¢
Kbe happy to draft a proposal X
X for you and/or your legal ad- X
14 visor to review.
For more information,
please call 264-4441 or write
to us at P.O. Box 600, K
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VOLUNTEER HELP
WANTED

The Southbury Land Trust needs a
capable scribe to take the minutes of
our monthly Board of Directors meet-
ings (held the 2nd Thursday from 7-9
p.m.). Capability to transcribe minutes
into emailable form is desired.

We also have an on-going need for
people comfortable with “Quickbooks”
and “Ebase” computer data input.

If you’re interested, call Karen
Huber at 264-4441.
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